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a greater number of rooms on a slum-cleared site, and it needs
to pay a lower rent the more rooms it occupies. Supplement
unemployment insurance and assistance in proportion to the
number of dependants to be supported, and ill-paid workers
find they can get a bigger income for their family by having
children than by having a job. In short, the social services let
family allowances in by the back door.
It was in Australia that it first became obvious that the
1 endowment of motherhood' was a corollary of the f living
wage/ It was in France that the name ' family allowance'
originated and that the first large-scale voluntary experiments
were made in regional and industry-wide equalization funds,
the principal drive there coming from Roman Catholic indus-
trialists who felt that it was both more ethical and more
economical to base remuneration on social need than on bar-
gaining strength. In England, social statisticians ceased to
under-estimate the inadequacy of family incomes; eugenists
noticed with horror the fall of the birth-rate among skilled
and professional workers; patriots saw with equal alarm that
the reproduction rate of the British race had fallen so low as
to ensure the depopulation of Britain as well as its inability
to populate new countries overseas; and feminists saw no hope
of *equal pay for equal work' unless payment for social
responsibilities were completely separated from payment for
work done.
It was the genius of Eleanor Rathbone that she knew how
to mobilize these many trains of British thought and feeling,
speaking for the needs of the family much as Charles Booth
had done a generation earlier for those of the aged. The prin-
cipal opposition came in fact from those who regarded this
recognition of the unattainability of a living wage as another
step in the bolstering by the state of a corrupt economic sys-
tem that preferred easy profit to high productivity. The first
small British voluntary experiments were made by the metho-
dist clergy and by Beveridge's London School of Economics.
And in 1945, shortly before her death, Eleanor Rathbone's
dream became part of the law of the land.

